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Table of Contents:  Canonical Order (for reference) 

 

 1 Matthew  A Log Cabin  Publican?  Good News for Sex Workers! 

     (85, in Antioch, Syria)  

 2 Mark   Good News for the Sick and the Physically Challenged 

     (69, in Rome) 

 3 Luke   Good News for the Poor and for Women 

     (80, in Greece or Macedonia) 

 4 John   Jesus’ Beloved Disciple Subverts Lliteralism and the Law 

     (90, in Ephesus)       

 5 Praxis (Acts)  Queer Couples Collaborate in Mission to the Unclean 

     (80, in Greece or Macedonia) 

 6 Romans   Good News for Sexual Minorities:  Deconstructing Anti-Judaism  

     and Homophobia (58, from Corinth)  

 7 1 Corinthians  Use Your Gifts to Strengthen the Body 

     (56, from Ephesus) 

 8 2 Corinthians  God's Solidarity with the Weak and “Fools” 

     (57, from Macedonia) 

 9 Galatians    Christ Liberated Us from the Law so that We Could Be Free 

     (54-56, from Ephesus) 

10 Ephesians   Liberation from Nihilism and from Anti-Judaism 

     (80-90, in Ephesus) 
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11 Philippians   The Contagious Joy of a Political Prisoner 

     (56, from Ephesus) 

12 Colossians   Sophia-Wisdom:  Liberation from Elitist Patriarchal Philosophies 

     (75-85, from Ephesus) 

13 1 Thessalonians   The Woman in Paul:  The Missionary-Nurse 

     (50-51, from Corinth) 

14 2 Thessalonians  Preventing Poverty by Diligent Labor 

     (80-90; or 50-51 from Corinth if from Paul himself) 

15 1 Timothy  Merry News for Widows:  "You May Remarry" 

     (90, from Macedonia, to Timothy in Ephesus) 

16 2 Timothy  Good News for Those on Death Row 

     (90, from Rome to Timothy, in Troas or Ephesus?) 

17 Titus    Good News with Good Works for the Marginalized 

               (90, from Ephesus, en route to see Titus on Crete) 

18 Philemon  Liberating Solidarity with a Slave  

     (54-55, from Ephesus) 

19  Hebrews  Subversive Hermeneutics and Jesus’ Liberating Purpose 

     (66, anonymous author, (Apollos?), to Rome or Jerusalem  

20 James    Jesus’ Brother:  The Priority of Praxis Guided by Wisdom 

     (45-60, from Jerusalem) 

21 1 Peter   Persecuted Immigrants in a Xenophobic Empire? 

     (80, from Rome) 

22 2 Peter    Christian Virtues for a Restored Green World 

     (85-90, from Rome) 
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23 1 John    God Is Pure Love:  Solidarity with the Poor 

     (90-95, from Ephesus) 

24 2 John    Making an Inclusive Community Viable:  The Limits of Tolerance 

     (90-95, from Ephesus) 

25 3 John   Hospitality:  The Church as an Inclusive Community of Friends 

     (90-95, from Ephesus) 

26 Jude     Affirming the Love-Feasts (agapes), Subverting the Canon 

     (50-60, from Palestine) 

27 Revelation  Woe to the Great Sex-Worker, Babylon (Rome)? 

        (95, from Patmos to seven churches in Asia Minor (Turkey) 
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Table of Contents:  Didactic Order  

(recommended for first reading) 

 

 1 3 John   Hospitality:  The Church as an Inclusive Community of Friends 

     (90-95, from Ephesus) 

 2 2 John    Making an Inclusive Community Viable:  The Limits of Tolerance 

     (90-95, from Ephesus) 

 3 1 John    God Is Pure Love:  Solidarity with the Poor 

     (90-95, from Ephesus) 

 4 James    Jesus’ Brother: The Priority of Praxis Guided by Wisdom  

     (45-60, from Jerusalem) 

 5 Galatians    Christ Liberated Us from the Law so that We Could Be Free 

     (54-56, from Ephesus) 

 6 Jude     Affirming the Love-Feasts (Agapes), Subverting the Canon 

     (50-60, from Palestine) 

 7 2 Peter    Christian Virtues for a Restored Green World 

     (85-90, from Rome) 

 8 Mark   Good News for the Sick and the Physically Challenged 

     (69, in Rome) 

 9 1 Thessalonians   The Woman in Paul:  The Missionary Nurse 

     (50-51, from Corinth) 

10 John   Jesus’ Beloved Disciple Subverts Literalism and the Law 
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     (90, in Ephesus)      

11 1 Peter   Persecuted Immigrants in a Xenophobic Empire? 

     (80, from Rome) 

12 Philemon  Liberating Solidarity with a Slave  

     (54-55, from Ephesus) 

13 Philippians   The Contagious Joy of a Political Prisoner 

     (56, from Ephesus) 

14 Luke   Good News for the Poor and for Women 

|     (80, in Greece or Macedonia) 

15 Praxis (Acts)  Queer Couples Collaborate in Mission to the Unclean 

     (80, in Greece or Macedonia) 

16 2 Corinthians  God's Solidarity with the Weak and “Fools” 

     (57, from Macedonia) 

17 1 Corinthians  Use Your Gifts to Strengthen the Body 

     (56, from Ephesus) 

 

Deutero-Pauline Letters (from Pauline disciples to later churches): 

18 Colossians   Sophia-Wisdom:  Liberation from Elitist Patriarchal Philosophies 

|     (75-85, from Ephesus) 

19 Ephesians   Liberation from Nihilism and from Anti-Judaism 

     (80-90, in Ephesus) 

20 2 Thessalonians  Preventing Poverty by Diligent Labor     

     (80-90; or 50-51 from Corinth if from Paul himself) 
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Pastoral Letters (from "Paul" to his emissaries): 

21 Titus    Good News with Good Works for the Marginalized 

               (90, from Ephesus, en route to see Titus on Crete) 

22 1 Timothy  Merry News for Widows:  "You May Remarry" 

     (90, from Macedonia, to Timothy in Ephesus) 

23 2 Timothy  Good News for Those on Death Row 

     (90, from Rome to Timothy, in Troas or Ephesus?) 

 

24 Matthew  A Log Cabin  Publican?  Good News for Sex Workers! 

     (85, in Antioch, Syria) 

25  Hebrews  Subversive Hermeneutics and Jesus’ Liberating Purpose 

     (66, anonymous author, (Apollos?), to Rome or Jerusalem) 

26 Revelation  Woe to the Great Sex-Worker,  Babylon (Rome)? 

        (95, from Patmos to seven churches in Asia Minor (Turkey) 

27 Romans   Good News for Sexual Minorities:  Deconstructing Anti-Judaism  

     and Homophobia (58, from Corinth)  
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Contents:  Chronological Order, with Approximate Dates 

 (for alternative reading order) 

 

 

From Jesus' Brothers in  Palestine (45-60 AD) 

1  James (45-60)  The Priority of Praxis Guided by Wisdom   

2  Jude (50-60   Affirming the Love-Feasts (Agapes), Subverting the Canon  

 

Paul's Seven Unquestioned Letters (50-58 AD) 

3  1 Thessalonians (50-51) The Woman in Paul:  The Missionary-Nurse    

4  Philemon (54-55)  Liberating Solidarity With a Slave        

5  Galatians (54-56)    Christ Liberated Us from the Law so that We Could Be Free     

6  Philippians (56)  The Contagious Joy of a Political Prisoner       

7  1 Corinthians (56)  Use Your Gifts to Strengthen the Body       

8  2 Corinthians (57)  God's Solidarity with the Weak and “Fools”       

9  Romans (58)  Good News for Sexual Minorities         

 

“Q” (60) And Hebrews  (66 AD)  

Q = "Source," 60:  Texts Common to Luke and Matthew but Not Occurring in Mark  

10  Hebrews (66)  Subversive Hermeneutics and Jesus’ Liberating Purpose 
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Synoptic Gospels + Acts (70-85 AD) 

11  Mark (69-70)  Good News for the Sick and the Physically Challenged 

12   Luke (80)   Good News for the Poor and for Women   

13  Praxis/Acts (80)  Queer Couples Collaborate in Mission to the Unclean 

14  Matthew (85)  A Log Cabin Publican?  Good News for Sex Workers! 

 

Deutero-Petrine Letters (80-90 AD) 

15  1 Peter (80)   Persecuted Immigrants in a Xenophobic Empire 

16  2 Peter (90)   Christian Virtues for a Restored Green World 

 

Deutero-Pauline Letters (from Pauline Disciples to Later Churches, 75-90 AD): 

17  Colossians (75-85) Sophia-Wisdom: Liberation from Elitist Patriarchal Philosophies 

18  Ephesians (80-90)  Liberation from Nihilism and from Anti-Judaism 

19  2 Thessalonians (80-90) Preventing Poverty by Diligent Labor      

 (or 50-51 AD from Corinth, if from Paul himself) 

 

Pastoral Letters (from "Paul" to His Emissaries, 90 AD): 

20  Titus (90)   Good News and Good Works for the Marginalized 

21  1 Timothy  (90)  Merry News for Widows:  "You May Remarry" 

22  2 Timothy (90)  Good News for Those on Death Row 
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Johannine Literature (90-95 AD) 

23  John (90)    Jesus' Beloved Disciple Subverts Literalism and the Law 

24  3 John (90-95)    Hospitality:  The Church As an Inclusive Community of Friends 

25  2 John (90-95)    Making an Inclusive Community Viable:  The Limits of Tolerance 

26  1 John (90-95)  God Is Pure Love: Solidarity with the Poor 

27  Revelation (95)  Woe to the Great Sex-Worker, Babylon (Rome)?     
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Abbreviations 

 

General 

--> For more detail or related treatment, see (for subjects treated in this volume) 

//  Parallel biblical passages  

 

Biblical 

MT Masoretic Text (hebrew) 

LXX Septuagint (Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, accomplished miraculously by 70  

  men, according to Jewish tradition.) 

HCSB    HarperCollins Study Bible (with NRSV text) 

JB   Jerusalem Bible 

NIV   New International Version  

NRSV    New Revised Standard Version  

KJV King James Version (Authorized Version, AV) 

Q  Quelle, from the German ("Source"):  Texts absent from Mark, but occurring in both  

  Matthew and Luke (e.g., The Sermon on the Mount/Plain, Matt. 5-7 // Luke 6),  

  probably edited ca. 60 AD, and hence representing the most original form of many of   

  Jesus’ teachings (see Chronological Chart for related dates).  
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Vocabulary,  Technical Terms 

 

Praxis,  Greek title for the "Acts" of the Apostles, common in German (i.e. for designated hours 

of work:  "praxis" of a physician), whence developed as the central concept in Marxist 

philosophy (free human activity to change the world)  and later in Latin American liberation 

theologies (which rejected traditional notions of theory--interminably debated-- and eventually 

applied to practice).  Latin American thinkers insist that theology take praxis as the starting 

point, with theology functioning as the posterior critical reflection on praxis; in modern 

linguistics this approach is developed in the understanding of the "hermeneutical circle" (the 

interplay or dialectic between action and interpretation); in this work (like many others--see Tom 

Wright in the General Bibliography), praxis (as a Greek biblical term) is preferred to the 

nonbiblical categories of morals and ethics (Greek philosophical constructs alien to the Bible that 

gravely distort Biblical interpretation). 

 

Deconstruction, not used in this work in the more technical sense of postmodern linguistics, but 

in the more general sense, as opposed to purely negative destruction, of a dismantling of thought 

or rhetoric (whether intentional or subconscious), thus illuminating the tensions and apparent 

contradictions, with the goal of positive reformulation (or synthesis where dialectically opposed 

affirmations are involved) --> Romans.    

 


