281

AIDS, Homophobia and the Wrath of God:  2007 Postscript 

Since the early 1980’s homophobic religious leaders commonly have declared that AIDS represents the wrath of God against homosexuals, making my master’s and doctoral theses on divine anger of particular relevance for sexual minorities.  Although not written with this question in mind, a scrutiny of the 613 explicit texts in the Hebrew Bible provide abundant evidence that they speak of God’s wrath as directed against powerful oppressors, not the weak and oppressed (see also my 1982/83 study of the Biblical vocabulary of oppression, God So Loved the World, Orbis/Wipf, my Anchor Bible (1992, Doubleday) article on poor/poverty in the New Testament) and The Subversive Bible (Cleveland: Pilgrim, 2000).  

When this 1972 thesis was presented, Concordia Seminary professors were angrily preparing for a mass exit (90%) to Seminex in protest against the fundamentalist takeover.  They considered the thesis a significant contribution and sure to be published.  However the editors of  Vetus Testamentum sat on it for three years and then decided no, by which time I was overwhelmed with other projects, stemming from the impact of liberation theologies in the Seminario Bíblico Latinoamericano where I taught for 22 years (San José, Costa Rica), and then with a tumultuous „coming out“ process in Buenos Aires, Argentina leading to extensive work on Biblical teaching regarding sexual minorities (about 35 of them in the Bible by my count).  

As a member of the Society of Biblical Literature, I have been able to follow the occasional papers and books on the subject of divine anger, always noting that nothing seemed to approach the thoroughness of my treatment (the fruit of some 12 years intermittent study, 1960-72).  Even the generally excellent Hebrew word studies in the Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament (TDOT, Eerdmans, 1974-2006), although complementing my findings, often make distorted and erroneous statements due to incomplete investigation of the data,  Health and energy permitting I hope soon to add to this thesis an Appendix summarizing significant differences and lapses in the TDOT, which will mainly be of interest to technical scholars at work in this area.      

The general reader/browser in this site will not want to be drowned in all the linguistic detail.  However, the Introduction and Conclusion should provide a concise theological and biblical overview.  For anyone curious about my odd/queer interest in such an unpopular theme, I must acknowledge the influence of InterVarsity’s then director of mission, Eric Fife, who told a small group of students at Princeton Seminary (1957-60) that the major difference between „liberal“ and „evangelical“ theologies was not the inspiration/ inerrancy of the Bible but the acceptance or rejection of biblical teaching on the wrath of God.  Besides my two, I know of two other graducate theses spawned by that remark (by a man with little formal education).  Only several any years later, when one of my Garrett professors referred to me as one of the „angry young men,“ did I begin to understand my own own unnatural absorption in the subject.  Persons who spend years as closeted homosexuals tend to be brimming with repressed anger (I look back on 40 such years, from early adolesence until 1989 when I was 55).  Also, I thank my main professor at Garrett, Helmer Ringgren (later prestigous editor of the TDOT), who provided much wisdom and encouragment in my initial investigation but returned to his native Scandinavia before I finished writing my master’s thesis.
I am, of course, profoundly convinced that churches and religions will be much healthier when they stop discriminating against GLBTT persons and hope that this website and thesis contribute to that end.  For the present I must leave the thesis as written in 1972, with the exception of inserting into the bibliography my master’s thesis, which was stormily „anti-liberal“ and accepted at a „liberal“ seminary only after resubmission five years later in 1968 on the condition that it never be published.  Time permitting I would like to thoroughly revise the thesis, inclusify the language and make explicit the relevance to liberation theologies and sexual minorities.  In contrast to the older liberal theologies with their total negation of divine anger, Latin American liberation theologies sometimes went to the other extreme, being commonly caricatured in the USA and Europe as promoting violence (“Throw a handgrenade for Jesus“).  But the general reader, alerted both to relevance and deficiencies  of the work, may read the Introduction and Conclusion with profit, and scholars are ever accustomed to read with a sympathetic eye to the original date.  
Tom Hanks, Aug 15, 2007,  Buenos Aires, Argentina
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